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WU-CHANG SHIPYARD, WU-HAN COMPLEX, CHINA 


INTRODUCTION 


This report is one of a series describing 
Chinese Communist shipyards and ports as 
observed on aerial photography. 

The Wu-chang Shipyard 
is located in the Wu-han complex in the southern 
section of the city of Wu-chang at the confluence 
of the Hsun-ssu Ho (River) and the Chang Chiang 
(Yangtze River) at 30-32N 114-17E (Figure 1). 
Facilities, Table 1, (Figure 2) at this ship- 
yard include 5 building ways, 9 building ways/ 
repairways, a transverse launching system, 8 
fitting-out barges, 6 jib cranes, 1 hammerhead 
crane, at least 2 automotive cranes, 1 floating 











25X1D 


jib crane, and 1 floating shearlegs crane. 

Between a 510 
by 100-foot covered building way and a 355 by 
95-foot fabrication-type building were construc- 
ted. One minor building was removed during 
this period. 


WU-CHANG SHIPYARD, WU-HAN COMPLEX, CHINA 


The shipyard is divided into 2 areas. Area I, 
in the western section of the yard, contains 2 
foundries, 2 possible foundries, 5 fabrication 
buildings, 2 light fabrication buildings, an as~ 
sembly building, associated buildings, steel 
plate in open storage, and a probable housing 


30°30!-- 


1 2 3 
NAUTICAL MILES 


NPItC J-9226 (3/65) 
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FIGURE 1, GENERAL LOCATION MAP. 
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area, and is engaged in the constructian ot new - 


ships. Area II, in the eastern section cf the 
vard, has wood in open storage, and is utilized 
for the repair of older vessels and probably 
minor surface 


the construction of vessels. 


The vard's the 


soviet style and 


launching system is) of 


consists of ao transverser 
ylatform, a transverser, a sectional launching 
sradle, and a marine railway. Irom either 
the building ways or building wavs, repairwavs, 
4a vessel may be moved lonpitudinally onto the 
cransverser und then laterally along the plat- 
form to a point in line with the launching cradle 
where it is transferred to the cradle for lannch- 
inv down the marine railway. 


cradle is 


The launching 
A wall on eact side 
of the cradle allows a maximum clearance of 


There 
ranging in size from 57 


are + open major building wiys 
Q to 680 feet and one 
covered major building wav 510 feet. Uhere is 
a distance of IRM between the end of the 
covered building wav and the beginning ct the 
transverser platform. Directly across che 
transverser platform from the major wavs are 
9 smaller building ways/repairways citems Z1f - 
21N) ranging from No power- 
plant is visible in the shipyard. 

‘he shipvard is not rail-served: the nearest 
major rail facility is the Wu-chauny class fica- 
tion yard 3.0 nautical miles northeast, 


aes building wavs 21) an} 21h 


were separately secured and had weather sheds 
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at the northern ends covering unidentified ob- 
jects measuring approximately J in di- 
ameter, Qn building way 211: one of these 
unidentified objects was visible between 2 of 
the sheds. Directly in front of it on the build- 
ing wav, and prohibiting its transfer, was an 
ILSM-l-class LSM under construction, 


‘The above-mentioned objects were not visible 
and the LSM was in the same location. in ia 
| two eylindrical objects similar to those seen 
in PE pot reden from weather sheds 
on the same building ways. 

In addition to the unidentified objects onthe 
building ways, 5 unidentified cylindrical objects 


| 


| | seven weather sheds covered the ways. 
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measuring approximately J in diameter25X1D 


were located in the southern section of the 


vard. No definite conclusion can he drawn 
rogurding their use. 

In Re Ee S| one probable W-class SS 
and 1 unidentified vessel were located under 
portable weather sheds on building ways 21D 
Zit. Qne 
visible between the weather sheds on 1 of the 
[he overall length of the vessels 
was undetermined due to the sheds and canvas 
the overall] 


and prohable W-class sail was 


2 vessels. 


covering over the vessels but 

length did not exceed 270 feet. 
{able 2 lists the vessels observed at the 

‘The 3 


fitting-out barges, floating crane and floating 


shipyard on the missions indicated. 


shearlegs crane appear on all photography. 
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Table 2. Vessels (Location Ke 





Size (Ft)/ 
Location Identification Configuration/ Status Identification Conf. 
Hatches 
21B 
21C 2 probable 170 x 20 U/C | 2 probable 17( 
Kronshtadt- Kronshtadt- 
class PC class PC 
25X1D 21D 1 u/i object , a x diameter U/C 3 weather sheds 
295X1D 21k 1 LSM-i-class LSM 200 x 385 U/C 1 LSM-1-class LSM 20( 
1 u/i object Min diameter =—U/C 4 weather sheds 
21F 
21G 
21H 1 u/i small craft 70 x 15 U/C 1 probable barge 14( 
1 barge 140 x 30 U/C 
21] 1 u/i mine sweeper 205 x 30 U/C 1 u/i mine sweeper 208 
1 u/i surface vessel 140 x 30 U/C 1 u/i surface vessel 14( 
21d 1 probable crane 115 x 55 U/C 1 possible crane 1li 
pontoon pontoon 
21K 1 u/i small craft 70 x 20 U/C or repair || 1 u/i small craft 7 
21L 1 u/i small craft 70 x 20 U/C or repair || 1 u/i small craft 7 
21M 1 u/i small craft 7 
21N 1 u/i small craft 70 x 20 U/C or repair |} 1 u/i small craft 7 
210 lu/i small craft. 70 x 20 U/C or repair 
25X1D Fitting-out 1 u/i small craft 95 x 30 fitting-out 1 probable crane 1é 
Area A 1 W-class SS a fitting-out pontoon 
2 u/i small craft 9E 
1 probable W-class 25C 
85 
Fitting-out 1 probable fitting- 295 x 45 U/C or repair || 8 river barges 14¢ 
Area B out barge 
1 u/i small craft 105 x 25 U/C or repair |} 1 u/i small craft 10E 
6 u/i small craft 65 x 15 U/C or repair || 14 u/i small craft TE 
3 u/i hulls 75 x 15 U/C or repair 
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